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obvious reasons have not been undertaken by Indian Insurers
so far, we do not think it feasible to introduce any new forms
of insurance for some time to come. We are, however, of
opinion that there is enough room for expansion of the exist-
ing forms of insurance business by creating insurance habit
amongst the public, and by making it possible for the public
to get insurance benefit by improving their standard of living.
As an instance we might add that property insurance is most-
ly confined to merchandise and in case of buildings only to
those owned by companies or where they are mortgaged.

Q. 3. The extent of possible increase in various forms of
insurance is very much dependant upon "the improvement in
the standard of living of the people and making the people of
means more insurance-minded. To achieve this, propaganda
is very essential. Insurance companies of late have been try-
ing to spread insurance in the mofussil; but they have to
encounter a great deal of difficulties and have to incur expen-
diture out of all proportion to the business that may be avail-
able. Some sort of co-ordination of activities among insurers
is necessary to cheapen the cost as far as practicable.

Q. 4. There is no central organisation in this country for
collecting statistical data on mortality and other matters con-
nected with rate making. Each class of insurer has however,
an association of its own; for instance the interest of Indian
life offices is looked after by the Indian Life Insurance Offices
Association. Another association of the same nature is being
run by Non-Indian insurers of which the membership is con-
fined mostly to Non-Indian offices. With regard to General
Insurance the whole country is divided into certain territories,
each under the control of a local association. These associa-
tions are controlled by Non-Indian interests and the repre-
sentation of Indians on these bodies is insignificant. These
associations provide the tariff but it cannot be said that the
rates are scientific. In case of Life Insurance business the
rates are calculated by Actuaries on mortality tables, espe-
cially of British experience with a little addition to ages to
provide for the increased mortality. This is not scientific but
has been found to work well so far. It is no doubt very
desirable to have a central organisation where rates might be
prepared" based on Indian experience.

Q. 5. Regarding Life Insurance the 'Oriental' has com-
piled a table of mortality based upon its own experience. It
is however doubtful whether this experience could be applied
to other companies since it is admitted that for mortality ex-
perience to be made applicable to ail insurers, the experience